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Georgia Southern University recognized for
research focus with latest Carnegie ranking
DECEMBER 20, 2018
Georgia Southern University is now ranked as an “R2” high research institution, placing it in the top 6% of all
institutions ranked by the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. The “R2” designation, the
second-highest classification for research institutions, was unveiled this week. 
  
Carnegie ranked 4,424 universities and colleges — public and private, both for profit and not for profit. Of those, 120
were classified as “R1” or Doctoral Universities: Very High Research Activity, and 139 — including Georgia Southern
— were designated as “R2” or Doctoral Universities: High Research Activity.
  
“This says our faculty have been doing a good job,” said Carl L. Reiber, Ph.D., Georgia Southern’s provost and vice
president for academic affairs. “This is a great accomplishment. From a national perspective, it really does put us in
a different league. This will say a lot about who we are to prospective students and faculty.”
  
Reiber said Georgia Southern last year spent about $17.5 million on research to support the university’s broader
educational goals and in support of the region’s needs. The elevated ranking of an “R2” came after computing those
expenditures with the number of doctoral degrees awarded.
  
The “R1” and “R2” designations include institutions that conferred at least 20 research/scholarship doctorates and
reported a minimum of $5 million dollars of total research expenditures through the NSF HERD survey. The research
activity index was then used to determine a cutoff between the “very high research activity” (R1) institutions, and
“high research activity” (R2) institutions.
  
The “R2” ranking and the recent news about Georgia Southern’s $1 billion annual economic impact on southeast
Georgia show how much the university means to the region, said Shelley C. Nickel, Georgia Southern’s president.
  
“This designation is an important recognition of the research across the University that meets the needs of our
community,” Nickel said. “I expect that this ‘R2’ ranking will continue to be exemplified by the work we are doing to
impact our region and grow our research and scholarship contributions in Savannah.”
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/R2 institution founded in 1906, offers 141 degree programs
serving nearly 26,500 students through nine colleges on three campuses in Statesboro, Savannah, Hinesville and
online instruction. A leader in higher education in southeast Georgia, the University provides a diverse student
population with expert faculty, world-class scholarship and hands-on learning opportunities. Georgia Southern
creates lifelong learners who serve as responsible scholars, leaders and stewards in their communities.
VisitGeorgiaSouthern.edu.
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First-year students to represent Georgia




Graham, left, and Yaklin pose with prize money from past tournaments.
To most people, cornhole is a game played during cookouts, tailgates and beach trips, but for Georgia Southern
University first-year students James Graham and Hunter Yaklin, it’s an opportunity for students from the Armstrong
and Statesboro campuses to come together for a shot at earning $25,000 in scholarship money.
The duo will spend their holiday break competing in both the doubles and singles tournaments at the National
College Cornhole Championship on Dec. 29 and 30 in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Graham said he’s looking
forward to competing in the tournaments televised on ESPN.
“Representing Georgia Southern on ESPN is a dream come true and an honor,” he said. “I’ve wanted to play
cornhole professionally ever since I first played it in 9th grade.”
Yaklin, who is a biology major on the Armstrong Campus, and Graham, who is a sports management major on the
Statesboro Campus, met at the Georgia State Championships of Cornhole where Yaklin won the Junior State Title.
Save
Yaklin played in local tournaments for about a year before competing against the best players in the world in
American Cornhole Organization and American Cornhole League (ACL) tournaments. His first year playing he won
the Georgia 18-and-under state championship. Last year he won the ACL Southeastern Conference competitive
singles title.
The collegiate tournaments are open to anyone, but the competition will be high. Yaklin is tied for the No. 82 spot in
the national overall ACL rankings, and he’s ranked No. 9 in the Georgia ACL rankings. Graham is ranked No. 89 in
Georgia. The scholarship prize for the doubles tournament is $15,000, which the duo will split if they win, while the
singles tournament offers a $10,000 prize. They have both won hundreds of dollars in tournaments.
“I love traveling and meeting new people, which allows me to play the best in the game and better my game,”
Yaklin said. “I love to compete and have fun doing it.”
Yaklin, who is from Savannah, said he practices regularly and plays in one to three tournaments a week to
staysharp. Graham, who is from Vada, Georgia, and whose dad is also ranked in the top 100 in the country, has a
simpler approach.
“I just don’t think about it too much and throw the bags,” Graham said.
The team will look to balance each other out during their first tournament representing Georgia Southern, but the
duo definitely knows what’s at stake with the two campuses uniting.
“I want (Graham) and I to be the ones that bring the first ever National Cornhole Championship to Georgia
Southern,” Yaklin said. “Being able to represent my school on ESPN will be one of the biggest accomplishments in
my life.”
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research institution founded in 1906, offers 141 degree
programs serving nearly 26,500 students through nine colleges on three campuses in Statesboro, Savannah,
Hinesville and online instruction. A leader in higher education in southeast Georgia, the University provides a diverse
student population with expert faculty, world-class scholarship and hands-on learning opportunities. Georgia
Southern creates lifelong learners who serve as responsible scholars, leaders and stewards in their communities.
VisitGeorgiaSouthern.edu.
